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GERALD GERALD DAWKINS ACADEMY

DAWKINS
ACADEMY September 16, 2025 — 10:00 am
Gerald Dawkins Academy
1050 Fisk Road SE

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49507
Board Meeting Minutes

1. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order at 10:01 am.

IL. ROLL CALL
Board Members Present: Mr. Jerry McComb, Reverend Jerry Bishop (virtual), Ms. Melisha
Reid Roberts (virtual), Mr. Brian Cloyd, and Dr. Andrea Smith
Center for Sound Literacy: Mr. John Kennedy, Ms. Angela O’Brien, Mrs. Teresa Weatherall
Neal (virtual)
GVSU Charter Schools Office: Mrs. Cheryl Edwards-Cannon, Mr. Don Cooper
Gerald Dawkins Academy: Mr. Lacey James
Veritas: Ms. Danielle Corbeil (virtual)

III. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY - There was no public comment.

IV.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA — Andrea Smith made a motion to approve the
September 16 agenda, and Brian Cloyd seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

V. PRINCIPAL UPDATE — Lacey James presented the principal’s report and answered the
board members’ questions.

V1. DISCUSSION ITEMS

a. Financial Update — Danielle Corbeil presented the financial update and answered the
board members’ questions.

b. Updated Board Policies — Angela O’Brien re-introduced the board policy updates from
the August board meeting.

c. Bus Lease Agreement — Angela O’Brien presented the bus lease agreement between the
Center for Sound Literacy and Gerald Dawkins Academy. Further discussions occurred
around this agreement.

VII. AUTHORIZERS COMMENTS

a. Cheryl Edwards-Cannon introduced Don Cooper and indicated he would become the
interim board representative from GVSU CSO for GDA starting at the October board
meeting.

b. GVSU CSO’s Board Leadership Retreat is approaching, and President McComb was
invited to participate.

c. Cheryl explained the format of this year’s Academic Grant. The grant’s format is the
same as last year except for the addition of the board members’ participation in the
board self-evaluation. Participation in this evaluation is part of the grant requirements.



VIII. ACTION ITEMS

a. Approval of August 5, 2025, Meeting Minutes — Brian Cloyd made a motion to approve
the August 5 board meeting minutes, Andrea Smith seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously.

b. Approval of Updated Board Policies — Andrea Smith made a motion to approve the
updated board policies and Brian Cloyd seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

c. Adoption of Bus Lease Agreement — Brian Cloyd made a motion to adopt the bus lease
agreement and Andrea Smith seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT - There was no public comment.

X. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 am.

Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 @ 10:00 am
Gerald Dawkins Academy

1050 Fisk Road, SE

Grand Rapids, MI
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